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Indigenous Peoples and the Canada China Business Council events in Beijing

October 27-November 1, 2023

A message from 2023 CCBC Indigenous Trade Mission Co-Chair Grand Chief Ed John

with input from the Mission Advisors and Delegates

The world is experiencing a climate change crisis and more than ever, it is important to
collaborate across the globe to find innovative solutions. Indigenous Peoples are at the forefront
of climate change and in Canada we are experiencing the impacts as many of our communities
are in remote regions impacted by fire, permafrost melting, atmospheric rivers and other natural
phenomenon. The first federal political meeting in years between Canada and China occurred
between August 26-31, 2023, in Beijing at the China Council for International Cooperation on
Environment and Development (CCICED). This important meeting followed upon the United
Nations Biodiversity Conference (COP 15). Signs of environmental cooperation between Canada

and China are encouraging.

There are new political and legal realities for all businesses, including international business, for

development opportunities in Canada. Several of the key messages include:

1. The federal and provincial/territorial governments understand that Indigenous Peoples
must be consulted and involved in decisions relating to land and resources development

in Indigenous Peoples’ territories.
2. Indigenous Peoples are open for business.
3. Indigenous rights in Canada are protected by the Canadian Constitution.

4. All new development in Canada must include the Indigenous Peoples whose territories

are impacted by the proposed project.

A delegation of Indigenous political and business leaders welcomes the opportunity to be

involved in the Canada China Business Council events in Beijing in late October. These leaders
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will carry constructive messages, explain the legal and political dynamics now in play, and

ensure that Indigenous Peoples benefit from the protections and sustainable developments

proposed in their respective traditional lands.

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the UN
General Assembly in September 2007.

In May of 2016, Canada committed to implementing and supporting the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) without qualification. Both
Canada and British Columbia have since established the UN Declaration as a framework for
recognition and reconciliation, including by aligning laws and decision-making to create a path
forward that respects the human rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Act (British Columbia) and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Act (Canada) are now laws within Canada. “Action Plans” consistent with
the UN World Conference on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “Outcome Document” (2014)
have been developed both by the federal and BC governments. Canada is one of a few States

which has moved to implement the UN Declaration.

Regional Energy and Resource Tables:

In recent months the Federal government has reached out to Indigenous governments and
provincial/territorial governments across Canada to commence a process of collaboration to

achieving a net-zero economy by 2050. The process is called the Regional Energy Resource

Table and the first region to announce a partnership was British Columbia on June 27, 2023.

For example, in British Columbia the six priority areas include:

e (ritical minerals
e Flectrification

e (lean fuels/hydrogen


https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2022/06/regional-energy-and-resource-tables.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2022/06/regional-energy-and-resource-tables.html
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/climate-change/regional-energy-and-resource-tables/british-columbia-regional-energy-and-resource-table-framework-for-collaboration-on-th/british-columbia-regional-energy-and-resource-table-framework
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e Forest sector

e Carbon management technology and systems
e Regulatory efficiency

Cooperation with all Indigenous Peoples in Canada is an important factor in achieving

Indigenous free, prior, and informed consent on development within Canada.
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